Ore City Independent School District

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR 
DISABLED STUDENTS UNDER SECTION 504, 
REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 
Purpose of Section 504 
The purpose of the act and these procedures is to prohibit discrimination and to assure that disabled students have educational opportunities and benefits equal to those provided to non-disabled students. 

Eligibility 
An eligible student is any child who: (a) is between the ages of 3 and 22 and resides within the boundaries of Ore City Independent School District and, (b) who (ii) has a record of having, or (iii) is regarded as having, a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a major life activity such as learning, self-care, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, working, and performing manual tasks. 

Educational Need 
A substantial limitation on learning must be demonstrated by an educational need, i.e., a serious academic deficit and/or serious behavior problems resulting from the student's disability and not from other causes. 

Definition of Impairment 
“Physical or mental impairment” means (a) any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement or anatomical loss affecting one or more of the following body systems: neurological; musculosketal; special sense organs; respiratory, including speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive, digestive, genitourinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or (b) any mental or psychological disorder, such as mental retardation, organic brain syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. 

Dual Eligibility 
Many disabled students will be eligible for educational services under both Section 504 and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The procedures set out herein are applicable only to Section 504. Parents and/or students seeking services under the IDEA are referred to Candy Scott, Director of Special Education, located at the Ore City Independent School District library building.  

Placement of Section 504 Only Students 
Disabled students who do not meet the specific criteria for eligibility under the IDEA may not be placed in special education programs. Students who meet the eligibility requirements for Section 504 only, may be placed in, and receive services through regular educational programs on the same basis as non-disabled students. 

