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Ore City ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, or disability in providing 

education services, activities, and programs, including vocational programs, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 

amended.  

 

Ore City ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation 

in all educational and vocational programs.  

 

Lynn Heflin has been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972, as amended. Candy Scott has been designated to coordinate compliance with the 

nondiscrimination requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.  The compliance coordinators 

can be reached at Ore City ISD, P.O. Box 100, Ore City, Texas 75683, (903) 968-3300. 
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PREFACE 

 

This handbook contains information needed by both students and parents during the school year.  It is organized 

alphabetically by topic.  Students are addressed as ―the student,‖ ―students,‖ ―the child,‖ or ―children.‖  The term ―the 

student’s parent‖ refers to the parent, legal guardian, or other person who has agreed to assume school-related responsibility 

for the student. 

 

Students and parents also need to be familiar with the Ore City Student Code of Conduct, which is found at the end of this 

handbook as a separate document.  The Student Code of Conduct, which sets out the consequences for inappropriate 

behavior, is required by state law and is intended to promote school safety and an atmosphere for learning. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Address:  Ore City ISD 

   P. O. Box 100 

    Ore City, Texas  75683 

 

Phone:   903-968-3300 

FAX:  903-968-4446 

Superintendent -   Lynn Heflin 

Middle School Principal - Selenia Cato 

Counselor - Yvette Dauster 

Nurse - Torri Wright 

 

 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE 

 

1
st
 Period: 7:55-8:45 

2
nd

 Period 8:50-9:40 

3
rd

 Period 9:45-10:35 

4
th

 Period 10:40-11:30 

 

LUNCH  11:30-12:10 

ADVISORY 12:15-12:50 

 

5
th

 Period 12:55-1:45 

6
th

 Period 1:50-2:40 

7
th

 Period 2:45-3:35 
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ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

Students arriving at school in the mornings should enter the building and get things ready for first period.  Students who eat 

breakfast should go directly to the cafeteria, eat, and clear the cafeteria by 7:45 a.m. 

Students are not to be at the band hall, gym, elementary, or the high school upon arrival at school. 

 

ASSEMBLIES 

A student’s conduct in assemblies must meet the same standard as in the classroom.  A student who is tardy or who engages 

in inappropriate behavior during an assembly will be subject to disciplinary action. 

 

Enter the assembly quietly and orderly. 

 

Leave only as instructed by the principal and/or teacher. 

 

Dismissal is by row at a time with the remainder of the student body still seated. 

 

Give courteous attention to the program.  Express approval by applauding, not whistling or loud behavior.  Unnecessary and 

excessive applause reflects badly on the student body. 

 

No gum chewing or eating is allowed. 

 

Refrain from conversations. 

ATTENDANCE 

In Texas, a child between the ages of 6 and 18 – must attend school and District-required tutorial sessions unless the student 

is otherwise legally exempted or excused.  School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory 

attendance law.  A student absent without permission from school, from any class, or from required tutorials, will be 

considered truant and subject to disciplinary action, which may include court action.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FDC 

(Legal)]    

To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered.  A student who attends 

fewer than 90 percent of the days the class is offered cannot receive credit for the class unless the attendance committee finds 

that the absences are the result of extenuating circumstances, such as: 

 

1. Board-approved extracurricular activity or public performance subject to limitations.  

 

2. Required screening, diagnosis, and treatment for Medicaid-eligible students. 

 

3. Temporary absence resulting from any cause acceptable to the teacher, principal, or Superintendent, including 

personal illness, or illness or death in the immediate family. 

 

4. Juvenile court proceeding documented by a probation officer. 

 

5. Absence required by state or local welfare authorities. 

 

6. Family emergency or unforeseen or unavoidable instance requiring immediate attention. 

 

7. Approved college visitation. 

 

8. Observation of religious holy days, including travel for that purpose, if before the absence the parent submits a 

written request for the excused absence.  

 

9. A District-approved mentorship designed to meet requirements of an advanced measure for the Distinguished 

Achievement graduation program.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FD (Local)] 

 

MAKE-UP WORK 

Make-up assignments or tests shall be made available to students after any absence.  Teachers shall inform their students of 

the amount of time allotted for completing make-up work after an absence; however, the student shall be responsible for 

obtaining and completing the make-up assignments in a satisfactory manner within the allotted amount of time.  Students 

shall receive a zero for any assignment or test not made up within the allotted time.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FDD 

(Local), EIA (Local)]   

 



 2 

ADMITTANCE TO CLASS 

If it is necessary for the student to be absent from school, the parent should call the principal’s office during the morning of 

the absence. 

 

When returning to school after an absence, a student must bring a note signed by the parent that describes the reason for the 

absence.  Notes signed by a student, even with the parent’s permission, will not be accepted. 

 

A student must submit this note to the office before the first bell rings.  Students who are late to class from the office will be 

considered unexcused tardy. 

 

PERSONAL ILLNESS 

When a student’s absence for personal illness exceeds four consecutive days, the student shall present a statement from a 

physician or health clinic verifying the illness or other condition that requires the student’s extended absence from school.  If 

the student has established a questionable pattern of absences, the attendance committee may also require a physician’s or 

clinic’s statement of illness after a single day’s absence as a condition of classifying the absence as one for which there are 

extenuating circumstances.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FDD (Local)] 

 

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 

Absences for reasons other than those listed above will be considered unexcused absences, whether or not the student has the 

parent’s permission to be absent. 

 

REGAINING CREDIT 

If the attendance committee determines that there have been extenuating circumstances, it will decide how the credit may be 

regained. 

 

If the attendance committee finds there are no extenuating circumstances for the absence or if the student does not meet the 

conditions set by the committee to earn or regain credit, the student will not receive credit for the class. If a petition for credit 

is denied, the student or parent may appeal the decision to the Superintendent.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FDD (Local)] 

 

The District may provide these alternative ways for a student to make up work or regain credit lost because of absences: 

 

 Complete additional assignments as specified by the committee. 

 

 Satisfy time-on-task requirements before and/or after school. 

 

 Attend Saturday classes. 

 

 Attend summer school. 

 

 Maintain the attendance standards for the rest of the semester. 

 

 Take an examination to earn credit in accordance with Board Policy EEJA. 

 

In all cases, the student must also earn a passing grade in order to receive credit. 

 

TARDIES 

A student will be counted absent from class if he or she is not present for that class at least one-half the class period.  A 

student who is late to class but present for more than half the class period will be counted tardy.  After receiving three (3) 

unexcused tardies to any class, students may be placed in Special Assignment or subjected to other disciplinary techniques.  

Repeated instances of unexcused tardies will result in more severe disciplinary action. 

 

A student who is late to class will not be counted tardy if the student has an approved pass from a staff member. 

 

LEAVING SCHOOL 

A student who must leave school during the day must bring a note from his/her parent that morning, or the parent must call 

the principal’s office. 

 

Students who become ill during the school day should, with the teacher’s permission via a pass, report to the school nurse.  

The nurse will decide whether or not the student should be sent home and will notify the student’s parent. 
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If a student must leave school during the day, a parent/guardian must sign him/her out in the office. 

 

To attend or participate in any school sponsored activity, students are required to attend school the day of the activity.  

Special situations may be excused by the Principal, such as a documented health care appointment. 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

 

ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL 

 Students who earn a numerical grade of 90 or above in every subject except band, athletics, and physical education, are 

eligible for the academic honor roll. 

 

HONOR ROLL 

Students who earn a numerical grade of 85 or above in every subject, are eligible for the honor roll. 

 

Students who maintain Honor Roll status for all six weeks reporting periods shall receive an Honor Roll Certificate at the end 

of the academic year. 

 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 

To receive a Perfect Attendance Certificate at the end of the school year, a student cannot be absent at any time during the 

school day except for a school sponsored activity. 

 

BEST/MOST IMPROVED 

Eighth grade students are eligible for Best Student Award and Most Improved Student Award in the eighth grade subject 

areas.  These awards are presented at the eighth grade program. 

 

TOP STUDENT AWARD 

Eighth grade students are eligible for the Top Student Award if an overall average of 90 or above is attained for the core 

subjects (English, math, science, social studies) for grades 6, 7, and 8.  Students must be enrolled in Ore City Middle School 

at the beginning of their seventh grade year to be eligible for this award.  This award is presented at the eighth grade program.  

 

BICYCLES 

Upon arrival, students are to park their bikes in the student bike parking area.  At no time are students to ride their bikes on 

the sidewalks or inside the stadium area. 

 

CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES 

 

Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requirements including: 

 Immunization records 

 Grade level, course, or educational placement 

 Eligibility requirements for Extra-Curricular activities 

 Graduation requirements 

 In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent related to leave or deployment 

activities will be excused by the district 

 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Student clubs and performing groups such as the student council, cheerleader, band and athletic teams may establish codes of 

conduct—and consequences for misbehavior—that are stricter than those for students in general.  If a violation is also a 

violation of school rules, the consequences specified by the Student Code of Conduct will apply in addition to any  

consequences specified by the organization.  

 

 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
 

Parents of a student with a communicable or contagious disease are asked to telephone the school nurse/principal so that 

other students who have been exposed to the disease can be alerted. A student who has certain diseases is not allowed to 

come to school while contagious.  These diseases include: 
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 amebiasis measles (rubeola) 

 campylobacteriosis meningitis, bacterial 

 chickenpox mumps 

 common cold with fever pink eye (conjunctivitis) 

 fifth disease (erythema infectiosum) ringworm of the scalp  

 gastroenteritis, viral rubella (German measles), including congenital 

 giardiasis salmonellosis, including typhoid fever 

 head lice (pediculosis) scabies 

 hepatitis, viral, (A, B, or C) shigellosis 

 impetigo streptococcal disease, invasive 

 infectious mononucleosis tuberculosis, pulmonary 

 influenza whooping cough (pertussis) 

 

[Board Policy Manual:  Policy FFAD (E)] 

 

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS 

Communities In Schools program may provide services, which may include, but are not limited to supportive 

guidance/counseling, tutoring, enrichment activities, testing and referrals to other agencies as needed. 

 

 

COMPLAINTS BY STUDENTS/PARENTS 

Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed simply by a phone call or conference with the teacher.  

For those complaints and concerns that cannot be so easily handled, the District has adopted a standard complaint policy.  For 

such matters, a student or parent should first discuss the problem with the principal within ten calendar days of learning about 

the event or problem. If the principal’s decision is not satisfactory, the complainant may request, within ten calendar days, a 

conference with the Superintendent or designee.  If the Superintendent’s or designee’s decision is not satisfactory, the student 

and/or parent may appear before the Board of Trustees, in accordance with Board Policy.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy 

FNG (Local)] 

 

Some complaints require different procedures.  The middle school principal’s office can provide information regarding 

specific complaint processes for the following: 

 

 Discrimination on the basis of gender.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FB] 

 

 Sexual abuse or sexual harassment of a student.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FNCJ (Local)] 

 

 Loss of credit on the basis of attendance.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FDD] 

 

 Teacher removal of a student for disciplinary reasons.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FOAA] 

 

 Removal of a student to a disciplinary alternative education program.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FOAB] 

 

 Expulsion of a student.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FOD] 

 

 Identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a student with a disability.  [Board  Policy Manual:  Policy 

FB, EHBA] 

 

 Instructional materials.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy EFA] 

 

 On-campus distribution of non-school materials to students.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FMA] 

 

 Complaints against District peace officers.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy CKE] 

 

COMPUTER ACCESS - ACCEPTABLE USE AND CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

Only students who have been authorized by the District and who are under direct supervision of designated District 

employees are permitted to use a District computer or to access any local network or outside telecommunications resources 

such as TENET or the Internet.  Prior to such authorization, the student and the student’s parent must sign and return the 

District Student Agreement Form acknowledging their responsibilities and the consequences of violation. 
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Students are expected to observe network etiquette by being polite and using appropriate language.  Students are prohibited 

from pretending to be someone else; transmitting obscene messages or pictures; revealing personal addresses or telephone 

numbers - either their own or another person’s; or using the network in a way that would disrupt use by others.  

 

 

CONDUCT 
In order for students to take advantage of available learning opportunities and to be productive members of our campus community, each 

student is expected to:  

 Demonstrate courtesy – even when others do not.  

 Behave in a responsible manner, always exercising self-discipline.  

 Attend all classes, regularly and on time.  

 Prepare for each class; take appropriate materials and assignments to class.  

 Meet campus standards of grooming and dress.  

 Obey all campus and classroom rules.  

 Respect the rights and privileges of other students, teachers, and other District staff.  

 Respect the property of others, including District property and facilities.  

 Cooperate with or assist the school staff in maintaining safety, order and discipline.  

 Avoid violations of the Student Code of Conduct.  

 

As required by law, the District has developed and adopted a Student Code of Conduct that prohibits certain behaviors and 

establishes standards of acceptable behavior – both on and off campus- and consequences for violation of the standards. 

Students need to be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as well as campus and classroom 

rules, in order to avoid violations and the subsequent consequences. 

 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Copying another person’s work, such as homework, classwork, or a test, is a form of cheating. Plagiarism is the use of 

another person’s original ideas or writing as one’s own without giving credit to the true author.  Plagiarism will be considered 

cheating and the student will be subject to academic disciplinary action that may include loss of credit for the work in 

question. Teachers who have reason to believe a student has engaged in cheating or other academic dishonesty will determine 

the academic penalty to be assessed.  Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty will be subject to disciplinary 

penalties as well as academic penalties. [Board Policy Manual:  Policy EIA(Local)] 

 

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 
Corporal punishment may be used as a discipline management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  

If a parent or guardian would like to recommend corporal punishment not be considered as a discipline management technique, they must 

indicate this in writing on the Parent and Student Acknowledgement Form to be turned in by the student. 

 

A disciplinary record shall be maintained of each instance of corporal punishment.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FO(Local). 

 

LASER POINTERS 

Students are not permitted to possess or use laser pointers while on school property, while using District transportation, or 

while attending school-sponsored or school-related activities, whether on or off school property.  Laser pointers will be 

confiscated and students will be disciplined according to the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

PAGING DEVICES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Students may not possess or use paging devices, cell phones, radios, CD players, or tape recorders while on school property 

or while attending school-sponsored or school-related activities, whether on school property or not.  Students who break this 

rule will have their paging devices, cell phones, radios, CD players, or tape recorders confiscated.  Students will pay $7.50 

for a first offense, $15.00 for a second offense, and a third offense will result in said property not being returned to the 

student until end of school year.  

 

  PARTIES AND SOCIAL EVENTS 
All activities of the school shall be in conformity with the purposes of the school’s educational program.  The following 

regulations are applicable to all social activities: 

 

 Programs which are not part of the school educational program are to be planned for and limited to non school 

hours. 
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 The principal will be in charge of all social activities sanctioned by the school. 

 

 The rules of good conduct and grooming will be observed.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FMD(Local)] 

 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT/SEXUAL ABUSE 

Students shall not engage in unwanted and unwelcome verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature directed toward another 

student or a District employee. All students are expected to treat one another courteously, with respect for the other person’s 

feelings; to avoid any behaviors known to be offensive; and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop.  All students 

are prohibited from engaging in offensive verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature directed toward another student.  This 

prohibition applies whether the conduct is by word, gesture, or any other intimidating sexual conduct, including requests for 

sexual favors, that the other student regards as offensive or proactive. 

 

A substantiated complaint against a student will result in appropriate disciplinary action, according to the nature of the 

offense.  See the Student Code of Conduct for information regarding disciplinary sanctions. 

 

The District will notify the parents of all students involved in sexual harassment by student(s) when the allegations are not 

minor, and will notify parents of all incidents of sexual harassment or sexual abuse by an employee.  The District encourages 

parental and student support in its efforts to address and prevent sexual harassment and sexual abuse in the public schools.  

To the greatest extent possible, complaints will be treated as confidential.  Limited disclosure may be necessary to complete a 

thorough investigation.   

 

Students and/or parents are encouraged to discuss their questions or concerns about the expectations in this area with the 

teacher, the principal, or Lynn Heflin who serves as the District’s Title IX coordinator for students. 

 

A complaint alleging sexual harassment by another student or sexual harassment or sexual abuse by a staff member may be 

presented by a student and/or parent in a conference with the principal or with the Title IX coordinator.  The first conference 

with the student ordinarily will be held by a person who is the same gender as the student.  The conference will be scheduled 

and held as soon as possible, but no later than seven calendar days of the receipt of the complaint.  The principal or Title IX 

coordinator will conduct an appropriate investigation, which ordinarily will be completed within seven days of the 

conference.  The student and/or parent will be informed if extenuating circumstances delay completion of the investigations. 

 

The student will not be required to present a complaint to a person who is the subject of the complaint. 

 

If the resolution of the complaint is not satisfactory to the student or parent, the student or parent within seven calendar days 

may request a conference with the Superintendent. Prior to or at this conference, the student and/or parent must submit the 

complaint in writing and must include (1) a complete statement of the complaint, (2) any evidence supporting the complaint, 

(3) a statement about how the matter should be resolved, (4) the student’s and/or parent’s signature, and the date of the 

conference with the principal, the principal’s designee, or the Title IX coordinator.  If the resolution by the Superintendent is 

not satisfactory, the student and/or parent may present the complaint to the Board as provided by policy.  [Board Policy 

Manual: Policy FNCJ(Legal), FNCJ(Local)]  

 

 

VIOLATIONS OF LAW 

 

 ALCOHOL, DRUGS, TOBACCO, AND WEAPONS 

 

Under state and federal law, a student is not allowed to possess, sell, give away, or use alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco 

products, guns, or other weapons on school property or at a school-related or school-sanctioned activity, on or off school 

property.  Having one of these items in a privately owned vehicle that the student has driven to school and parked on 

District property is also prohibited.  See Student Code of Conduct. 

 

 DISRUPTIVE ACTIVITIES 

State law prohibits a student from participating in disruptive activities. That includes acting alone or with others to: 

 

 Interfere with the movement of people in an exit, an entrance, or a hallway of a District building without 

authorization from an administrator. 

 

 Interfere with an authorized activity by seizing control of all or part of a building. 
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 Use force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent participation in an authorized assembly. 

 

 Use force, violence, or threats to cause disruption during an assembly. 

 

 Interfere with the movement of people at an exit or an entrance to District property. 

 

 Use force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent people from entering or leaving District property without 

authorization from an administrator. 

 

 Disrupt classes while on district property or on public property that is within 500 feet of District property.  Class 

disruption includes making loud noises; trying to entice a student away from, or to prevent a student from 

attending, a required class or activity; entering a classroom without authorization and disrupting the activity 

with profane language or any misconduct. 

 

 Interfere with the transportation of students in District vehicles. 

 

GANGS AND OTHER PROHIBITED ORGANIZATIONS 

Under state law, a student is prohibited from membership or involvement in a public school fraternity, sorority, secret 

society, or gang. 

Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as gang-related crimes, will be 

enhanced to the highest category of offense if they are committed in a gang-free zone.  A gang-free zone includes a school 

bus and a location in, on, or within 100 feet of any district owned or leased property. 

 

HAZING ACTIVITIES 

State law also prohibits a student from participating in any hazing activities.  A student is guilty of hazing when he or she 

takes direct hazing action; encourages or assists someone else to take action; recklessly permits such action; has knowledge 

of planned action or action that has occurred without reporting that knowledge in writing to a school official. 

 

CONFERENCES 

Students and parents may expect teachers to request a conference (1) if the student is not maintaining passing grades or 

achieving the expected level of performance, (2) if the student presents any other problem to the teacher, or (3) in any other 

case the teacher considers necessary.  

 

A student or parent who wants information or wants to raise a question or concern should confer with the appropriate teacher, 

counselor, or the principal.  A parent who wishes to confer with a teacher may call the middle school office for an 

appointment during the teacher’s conference period or request that the teacher call the parent during the conference period or 

at another mutually convenient time.  

 

COUNSELING 

ACADEMIC COUNSELING 

Students and parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teachers, or principals to learn about the curriculum, 

course offerings, graduation requirements, and differences between graduation programs.  All students in grades 7-12 and 

their parents will be provided information about the recommended courses for students preparing to attend college, as well as 

available school-to-work programs.  Students who are interested in attending a college, university, or training school or 

pursuing some other advanced education should work closely with their counselor so that they take the high school courses to 

best prepare them for further work.  The counselor can also provide information about entrance examinations required by 

many colleges and universities, as well as information about financial aid and housing. 

 

PERSONAL COUNSELING 

The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal concerns, including such areas as social, 

family, emotional, academic, or substance abuse issue.  The counselor may also make available information about 

community resources to address personal concerns.  Students who wish to meet with the counselor should make an 

appointment. 

   

The school will not conduct a psychological examination, test, or treatment without first obtaining the parent’s written 

consent, unless required by state or federal law for special education purposes.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FFE, FNG] 
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CREDIT BY EXAMINATION 

 

WITHOUT PRIOR INSTRUCTION 

A student in any grades 6-8 may use examinations in lieu of coursework for acceleration to earn credit in an academic course 

for which the student has no prior instruction.  A student planning to take an examination for acceleration must register with 

the principal no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. 

 

Questions regarding these examinations and procedures for acceleration may be discussed with the Principal. [Board Policy 

Manual:  Policy EEJB (Local)] 

 

WITH PRIOR INSTRUCTION 
A student who has received prior instruction in a course or subject but failed the course or subject with a grade of no less than 

60 may be permitted by the District to earn credit by passing an examination on the essential knowledge and skills defined 

for the course or subject. To receive credit, a student must score at least 70 on the examination.  The attendance review 

committee may also allow a student with excessive absences to receive credit for a course by passing an examination.  A 

student may not use this examination to regain eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities, however.  [Board Policy 

Manual: Policy EEJA (Local)] 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS 

Written materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, petitions, films, tapes, posters, or other visual or auditory materials may 

not be sold, posted, circulated, or distributed on any school campus by a student or a non-student without the prior approval 

of the principal and in accordance with campus regulations. 

 

All material intended for distribution to students that is not under the District’s editorial control must be submitted to the 

principal for review and approval.  If the material is not approved within two school days of the time it was submitted, it must 

be considered disapproved.  Disapprovals may be appealed by submitting the disapproved material to the Superintendent; 

material not approved by the Superintendent within three days is considered disapproved.  This disapproval may be appealed 

to the Board at its next regular meeting when the student will have a reasonable period of time to present his or her 

viewpoint.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FMA (Local), FNG (Local), GKA (Local), GF (Local)]  

 

 

DRESS AND GROOMING 

The District’s dress code is established to teach grooming and hygiene, to prevent disruption, and minimize safety hazards. 

 

The administration and faculty shall have the right to appraise any current fashion or fad and determine whether it is 

appropriate or inappropriate for school wear.  The school has the right to ask students to change attire if it is of such 

nature that it provokes unfavorable comment.  A student who tires to attract attention by dressing in an irregular or 

unconventional manner is inviting criticism that may damage a good reputation. 

 

Students who disregard the dress and grooming policy are insubordinate and will be subject to disciplinary action.  These 

rules are in effect through the last day of school and apply during regular school hours, school-related events, and traveling 

on school transportation. 

 

It is the responsibility of the parents and students to comply with school rules and regulations concerning dress and grooming 

standards. 

 

The principal, in cooperation with the sponsor, coach, or other person in charge of an extracurricular activity, may regulate 

the dress and grooming of students who participate in the activity.  Students who violate these standards may be removed or 

excluded from the activity for a period determined by the principal or sponsor and may be subject to other disciplinary action.  

[Board Policy Manual:  Policy FNCA(Local)] 
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Student dress shall conform to the following rules: 

 

Clothing: 

 

 Any form of dress that attracts undue attention, disrupts school or detracts from the learning process is not 

acceptable. 

 

 Shorts may be worn provided the length is no more than 3 inches above the knee (front and back); this requirement 

also applies to dress and skirt length. 

 

 All shorts and pants must be of heavy material.  (cotton, twill, denim, corduroy).  Cut-off, micro-mesh, wind, biker, 

athletic or plastic shorts may not be worn.  This prohibition also applies to shorts, athletic in appearance, made 

of a thin material such as nylon or knit.  

 

 Pants with holes or tears above the knee are not to be worn 

. 

 Tops with holes or tears are not to be worn  

 

 Pants must be worn at the waist line; no sagging. 

 

 Blouses or shirts that expose the midriff or chest area when the student goes through the normal activities of the 

school day (bending, stretching, reaching, or standing, etc.) are prohibited. 

 

 Ankle length leggings may be worn if they are loose fitting and are worn with an over blouse or skirt that is no 

shorter than 3 inches above the knee (front and back). 

 

 Dresses or skirts with slits should be in good taste for the school environment.  Excessively tight garments are not 

acceptable. 
 

 Articles of clothing or jewelry that advertise alcoholic beverages, drugs, tobacco, or have a vulgar or suggestive 

slogan or picture are prohibited.  Designs which promote criminal activity, tendencies toward self-destruction, or 

that contain pictures or writing which fail to meet the standards of good taste are not to be worn. 

 

 No clothing items that advertise or suggest racially motivated supremacy or inferiority are allowed. 

 

 No shirts are to be worn unbuttoned with the exception that layering is allowed.  Sleeveless shirts, blouses, tank tops 

and sweaters with extreme armhole openings are not to be worn. 

 

 Revealing garments are not allowed. 

 

 Appropriate foundation garments must be worn at all times. 

 

 Students are not to wear hats, caps or any other head covering in the buildings.  

 

 Shoes are to be worn at all times.  The wearing of slides, ―thong‖ type shoes, and house shoes are prohibited. 

Jewelry:  
 

Jewelry items that advertise alcoholic beverages, drugs, tobacco products, or have a vulgar or suggestive connotation are prohibited.  

Designs which promote criminal activity, tendencies toward self-destruction, or that contain pictures or writing which fail to meet the 

standards of good taste are not to be worn.  

 

The wearing of jewelry or other items in pierced body parts is prohibited, with the exception that females may wear earrings or ear studs, 

but only in the ear.  

 

Hair: 

 

 Hair must be kept clean and well groomed and not be of such length or design as to attract attention or be disruptive 

to the learning atmosphere. 
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 Male student’s hair when combed down must be out of the eyes, off the collar, and half of the earlobe must be 

visible.  When hair is ―combed out‖ it must not be more than two inches from scalp.  ―Pony tails‖ and ―pig tails‖ are 

not acceptable hair styles for males. 

 

 Bizarre styling and/or extreme coloring is prohibited.. 

 

 Male students must be clean shaven; no facial hair permitted. 

 Miscellaneous: 

 

 Sunglasses are not to be worn in the buildings. 

 

 Tattoos must be covered by appropriate clothing while at school or a school function. 

 

 Chains of a non-jewelry nature, including those designed to attach a billfold or wallet to the person, are prohibited.  

 

 

** Examples are not intended to be all inclusive.  Instances not addressed by the code will be left to the discretion of the 

principal. 

 

DRILLS-FIRE, TORNADO, AND OTHER EMERGENCIES 

Students, teachers, and other District employees shall participate in frequent drills of emergency procedures.  When the alarm 

is sounded, students must follow the direction of teachers or others in charge quickly, quietly, and in an orderly manner. 

 

FIRE DRILL 

Students and staff will march out of the building quietly in single file to exit areas when the fire alarm has been activated. 

 

TORNADO DRILL 

 

Warning--- 4 bells:  Students remain in room.  Stay away from windows.  Sit on floor or get under desk if 

possible.  Cover your face and head with your arms.  Remain quiet and listen for instructions. 

 

All clear-- 1 bell 

 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT 

Parents are asked to complete an emergency care form each year that includes a place for parental consent for school officials 

to obtain medical treatment for the student, as permitted by law.  Parents are also asked to supply other information that could 

be required in case of an emergency; parents should update this information as often as necessary.  [Board Policy Manual:  

Policy FFAC (Local)] 

 

 

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION 

 

During times of natural weather disaster or other emergency situations, please listen to the following stations for instructions 

as to whether school will be dismissed or when it will resume after a dismissal: 

 KYKX -  105 FM (radio) Longview   

 KFRO - 1370 AM (radio) Longview 

 KWKH - 94.5 FM (radio) Shreveport 

   1130 AM (radio) 

 KOOI -  106.5 FM (radio) Jacksonville/Tyler 

 KEES -  1430 AM (radio) Longview 

 KLTV - Channel 7 (TV) Tyler 

 KSLA - Channel 12 (TV) Shreveport 

 KTBS - Channel 3 (TV) Shreveport 

 KTAL - Channel 6 (TV) Shreveport/Texarkana 

 KLMG -  Channel 51 (TV) Longview 

 

School officials are not to be called during these times as their phones will be needed for official use. 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Students shall be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities, subject to the following restrictions: 

 

 During the initial six-week period of the school year, students shall have been promoted into the next grade level. 

 

 During subsequent six-week periods, students who receive a six-week grade below 70 in any course or subject or 

handicapped students who fail to meet the standards in their Individual Education Plan (IEP) may not participate in 

extracurricular activities during the following three-week period.  The suspension from extracurricular activities 

goes into effect seven (7) days after the last day of the six-week period during which the grade lower than 70 was 

earned.  Students that regain eligibility at the end of the three-week evaluation period must wait seven (7) days to 

participate in extracurricular activities.  Students who regain eligibility at the end of the six-week grading period 

must wait seven (7) days to participate in extracurricular activities. 

 

 Students are permitted up to fifteen (15) activity-related absences during a full-year course in order to participate in 

school-related or school-sanctioned activities on or off campus.  All UIL activities come under this provision. 

 

 

FEES 

Materials that are part of the basic educational program are provided without charge to students.  Students are expected to 

provide their own supplies of pencils, paper, erasers, and notebooks and may be required to pay certain other fees or deposits, 

including: 

 

 The materials for a class project the student will keep.    

 

 Membership dues in clubs or organizations and admission fees to extracurricular activities. 

 

 Personal physical education and athletic equipment and apparel. 

 

 Voluntary purchase of pictures, publications, shirts, jackets, etc. 

 

 Personal apparel used in extracurricular activities that becomes the property of the student. 

 

 Fees for damaged library books, textbooks, and school-owned equipment. 

 

 Band uniform maintenance. 

 

Any required fee or deposit may be waived if the student and parent are unable to pay.  Application for such a waiver may be 

made to the principal.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FP, FP (Local)] 

 

FUND RAISING 

Student clubs, classes, organizations and parent groups will occasionally be permitted to conduct fund-raising drives.  An 

application for permission must be made to the principal for subsequent approval by the Superintendent. 

 

Student participation in approved fund-raising activities shall not interfere with the regular instructional program.  [Board 

Policy Manual:  Policy FJ(Local)] 

 

GRADING 

Grading Scale: A = 90 - 100 

  B = 80 - 89 

  C = 70 - 79 

  F = 69 or below 

 

Conduct Grades: S = Satisfactory 

  N = Needs Improvement (parent/teacher conference suggested) 

  U = Unsatisfactory (parent/teacher conference required) 
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Each core subject department will send home at the beginning of the school year an explanation of how grades are derived 

concerning daily work, homework, exams, projects, etc. 

 

HEALTH- RELATED MATTERS 

Physical Activity for Students in Middle School 

 

Students in middle school shall engage in 30 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical activity per day for at least four 

semesters. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework will be assigned in accordance with each middle school department’s goals and objectives for student learning. 

 

 

IMMUNIZATION 

A student must be fully immunized against certain diseases or must present a certificate or statement that, for medical or 

religious reasons, the student should not be immunized.  The immunizations required are:  diphtheria, tetanus, polio, measles 

(rubeola), mumps, rubella, hemophilus influenza type B, hepatitis B and varicella (if child has not had chickenpox).  The 

school nurse can provide information on age-appropriate doses or on an acceptable physician-validated history of illness 

required by the Texas Department of Health.  Proof of immunization may be personal records from a licensed physician or 

public health clinic with a signature or rubber-stamp validation. 

 

In March 2009, the Department of State Health Services released revised immunization requirements.  Beginning 

August 1, 2009, students entering grade 7 must show proof of receiving one dose of meningococcal vaccine. The 

Department of State Health Services Web can provide additional information: 

http://www.dshs.state.tx./immunize/school/default.shtm.  

 

If a student should not be immunized for medical reasons, the student or parent must present a certificate signed by a U.S.  

licensed physician that states that, in the doctor’s opinion, the immunization required would be harmful to the health and  

well-being of the student or any member of the student’s family or household.  This certificate must be renewed yearly unless 

the physician specifies a life-long condition. 

 

If a student’s religious beliefs conflict with the requirement that the student be immunized, the student must present a 

statement signed by the student (or by the parent if the student is a minor) that states that the immunization conflicts with the 

beliefs and practices of a recognized church or religious denomination of which the student is an adherent or member.  This 

statement must be renewed yearly.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FFAB (Legal)] 

 

 

INSURANCE 

Ore City ISD provides insurance coverage only for students engaged in UIL sanctioned extracurricular activities and only 

during the time the student is participating in the activity.  It is the responsibility of the parent to provide insurance coverage. 

Student insurance coverage in addition to that provided for UIL participants is available at a nominal cost. 

  

Any questions regarding student insurance should be directed to the middle school office. 

 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

QUESTIONING OF STUDENTS 

 

When law enforcement officers or other lawful authorities wish to question or interview a student at school: 

 

 The principal will verify and record the identity of the officer or other authority and ask for an explanation of the 

need to question or interview the student. 

 

 The principal ordinarily will make reasonable effort to notify the parents unless the interviewer raises what the 

principal considers to be a valid objection. 

 

 The principal ordinarily will be present unless the interviewer raises what the principal considers to be a valid 

objection. 

 

http://www.dshs.state.tx./immunize/school/default.shtm
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 If the event is part of a child abuse investigation, the principal will cooperate fully regarding the conditions of the 

interview. 

 

STUDENTS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY 

State law requires the District to permit a student to be taken into legal custody: 

 

 To comply with an order of the juvenile court. 

 

 To comply with the laws of arrest. 

 

 By a law enforcement officer if there is probable cause to believe the student has engaged in delinquent conduct or 

conduct in need of supervision. 

 

 By a probation officer if there is probable cause to believe the student has violated a condition of probation imposed 

by the juvenile court. 

 

 To comply with a properly issued directive to take a student into custody. 

 

 By an authorized representative of Child Protective Services, Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory 

Services, a law enforcement officer, or a juvenile probation officer, without a court order, under the conditions set 

out in Family Code relating to the student’s physical health or safety. 

 

Before a student is delivered to a law enforcement officer or other legally authorized person, the principal will verify the 

officer’s identity and, to the best of his or her ability, will verify the official’s authority to take custody of the student.  The 

principal will immediately notify the Superintendent and will ordinarily attempt to notify the parent unless the officer or other 

authorized person raises what the principal considers to be a valid objection to notifying the parents.   Since the principal 

does not have the authority to block a custody action, notification will most likely occur after the fact. 

 

NOTIFICATION OF LAW VIOLATIONS 

The District is also required by state law to notify all instructional and support personnel who have regular contact with a 

student who has been arrested or taken into custody by a law enforcement agency.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy GRA 

(Legal), GRA (Local)]  

 

LEAVING SCHOOL CAMPUS 

 

Students are not to leave the campus at any time without permission from the principal. 

 

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 

The library offers opportunities for research and for reading enjoyment.  It is to be used by the students in preparing lesson 

assignments and for recreational reading.  Since the library is a place for reading and study, it is necessary that students 

respect the rights of others and that there is no loud or unnecessary talking or any violation of good behavior.  The following 

information applies to the operation of the library: 

 

 The library will be open at 7:30 a.m. and remain open until 4:00 p.m. for student use.  The library is also open to 

student use during the lunch period. 

 

 All books are to be checked out before they are taken from the library. 

 

 All regular collection books are checked out for a period of two weeks with renewal privilege. 

 

 Encyclopedias and other reference books may be checked out overnight.  These books should be checked out after 

school and returned before classes begin the next day. 

 

 Students may check out only two books at one time, except with special permission from the librarian. 

 

 A fine of five cents per day is charged for a regular collection book kept overtime, and a fine of twenty-five cents 

per period is charged for a reference book kept overtime. 
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 A student must pay for a lost or damaged book which is checked out to him/her. 

 

 All fines should be cleared at the end of each six-weeks. 

 

 Current magazines and newspapers cannot be taken out of the library. 

 

 With the exceptions of before and after school and at lunch, all students must have a pass from a teacher to come to 

the library. 

 

 Teachers may send students to the library single or in small groups but must accompany the class when the entire 

class comes to the library. 

 

 The library office and workroom area is to be used by the library staff and assistants.  Other students should stay out 

of this area.  Ask the librarian or assistant for help if something is needed from this area. 

 

LOCKERS 

Lockers remain under the jurisdiction of the school, even when assigned to an individual student.  The school reserves the 

right to inspect all lockers.  Searches of lockers may be conducted at any time there is reasonable cause to do so whether or 

not the student is present.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy FNF (Local)] 

 

Students have full responsibility for the care and neatness of their lockers.  Slamming the locker doors and unclean lockers 

could result in the student’s locker privilege being suspended. 

 

There are designated times for students to go to their lockers.  Trips to lockers should be made as seldom as possible and 

never during class periods. 

LUNCH 

The District participates in the National School Lunch Program and offers free and reduced-price meals based on a student’s 

financial need.  Information and applications can be obtained in the principal’s office. 

Prices for grades 6 - 8 are as follows: 

 

 Lunch   Breakfast 

 

 Full Pay   $2.25  Full Pay $1.25 

 Reduced $0.40  Reduced  $0.30 

Extra milk $0.25 carton   

 

LUNCH CHARGES 
Students may obtain lunch and/or breakfast charges (no more than three (3) at a time) in the middle school office.  Charges 

must be cleared before the end of each six weeks. 

 

CAFETERIA REGULATIONS 

In order to make lunch more enjoyable, please follow these directives: 

 

 Walk. Do not run to the cafeteria. 

 

 Get in line quickly.  Do not cut the line. 

 

 Be orderly, polite, and speak in low tones. 

 

 After getting your tray, you may return only once to the serving area to get any forgotten item. 

 

 Each student is responsible for placing his tray, cartons, napkins, etc. in the disposal area after eating lunch. 

 

 Conduct yourself so that others can enjoy their meals. 

 

 Beverages and/or food will not be taken from the cafeteria at any time. 

 

 When finished eating and putting away trays, return to your table to be dismissed. 
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MEDICINE AT SCHOOL 

A student who must take a prescription medicine during the school day must bring a written request from his or her parent 

and the medicine, in its properly labeled bottle, to the school nurse.  Nonprescription medication, upon a parent’s written 

request, when properly labeled and in the original container can be given to the student.  The nurse or principal will give the 

medicine at the proper times.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FFAC (Legal), FFAC (Local)] 

 

NURSE 

If you are hurt or sick, go to the nurse’s office after securing a pass from an appropriate teacher.  The nurse will sign your 

pass to return to class.  If you are too ill to stay at school, the nurse will call your parent. 

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND RIGHTS 

Education succeeds best when there is a strong partnership between home and school, a partnership that thrives on 

communication.  The school asks parents to: 

 

 Review the information in the Student Handbook, including the attached Student Code of Conduct, with your 

children; and sign and return the acknowledgment forms.  Parents with questions are encouraged to contact the 

middle school office. 

 

 Encourage their children to put a high priority on education and to commit themselves to making the most of the 

educational opportunities the school provides.  

 

 Become familiar with all of your children’s school activities and with the academic program offered in the District.  

Discuss with the principal any questions, including concerns about placement, assignment, or early graduation, and 

the options available to your children.  Monitor your children’s academic progress and contact teachers as needed. 

 

 Become a school volunteer.  For further information, contact the middle school office. 

 

 Attend Board meetings to learn more about District operations, including the procedure for addressing the board 

when appropriate. 

 

 Exercise their rights to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other aids, and to examine tests that have been 

administered to their children. 

 

 Be aware of their rights to temporarily remove their children from an instructional activity that conflicts with their 

religious or moral beliefs.  Such a removal cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and may not prevent the 

student from attending for an entire semester, however.  Further, such removal does not exempt the student from 

satisfying grade level or graduation requirements as determined by the school and the Texas Education Agency. 

 

 Participate in campus parent organizations. The activities are varied, ranging from band boosters to the campus 

committee formulating campus performance objectives fostering improved educational opportunities for all 

students.  For further information, contact the middle school office. 

 

 Review your children’s student records when needed.  You may review (1) attendance records, (2) test scores, (3) 

grades, (4) disciplinary records, (5) counseling records, (6) psychological records, (7) applications for admission, (8) 

health and immunization information, (9) teacher and counselor evaluations, (10) reports of behavioral patterns, and 

(11) state assessment instruments administered to your children. 

 

 Grant or deny any written request from the District to make a videotape or voice recording of the child unless the 

videotape or voice recording is to be used for school safety; relates to classroom instruction or a co-curricular or 

extracurricular activity; or relates to media coverage of the school as permitted by law.  

 

 Attend scheduled conferences and request additional conferences as needed.  To schedule a telephone or in-person 

conference with a teacher, counselor, or principal, please call the school office at 968-3300 for an appointment.  A 

teacher will usually arrange to return the call or meet with the parent during his or her conference period or at a 

mutually convenient time before or after school. 
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 You may request, in writing, information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s teachers, license 

status, degree major, and undergraduate and/or graduate degrees.  Qualifications of any paraprofessional who may 

provide services to your child must also be provided upon written request 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 

Students desiring to participate in the UIL athletic competition shall submit a statement from a physician licensed to practice 

in the state indicating that the student has been examined and is physically able to participate in the athletic program.  [Board 

Policy Manual:  Policy FFAA (Local)] 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Progress reports are sent to parents of students at the end of the first three-weeks of each six weeks.  These reports are to be 

signed by a parent and returned within two (2) days. 

 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

In grades 6-8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 70 on a scale of 100 based on course-

level, grade-level standards (essential knowledge and skills) for all core subject areas, and a grade of  70 or above in three of 

the following areas: English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.  [Board Policy Manual: Policy EIE 

(Local)]  In order to be promoted to grade 9, students enrolled in grade 8 must perform satisfactorily on the mathematics and 

reading sections of the grade 8 TAKS in English. 

 

Parents of a student in grade 8 who does not perform satisfactorily on his or her exams will be notified that their child will 

participate in special instructional programs designed to improve performance.  The student may be required to 

participate in this instruction before or after normal school hours or outside the normal school year. 

 

PROTECTION OF STUDENT RIGHTS 

Parents have the right to inspect all instructional materials to be used in connection with a survey, analysis, or evaluation of 

information in any of the areas listed below. In order to ensure that parent and student rights are protected, the school will ask 

for written parental consent before allowing a student to participate when an educational program requires such information.  

The areas are: 

 

 Political affiliations. 

 

 Mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or family. 

 

 Sex behavior and attitudes. 

 

 Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, and demeaning behavior. 

 

 Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom the student or the student’s family has close family relationship. 

 

 Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as lawyers, physicians, and ministers. 

 

 Income, except when the information will be used to determine eligibility to participants in a special program or to 

receive financial assistance under such a program. [Board Policy Manual: Policy EF(Legal)] 

 

 

RECITATION OF DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

State law designates the week in which September 17 falls as CELEBRATE FREEDOM WEEK.  State law also requires that 

students in Social Studies classes in grades 3-12 recite a portion of the text of the Declaration of Independence during 

Celebrate Freedom Week unless: 

 You provide a written statement requesting that your child be excused, that you have a conscientious 

objection to the recitation, or that you are a representative from a foreign government to whom the United 

States has extended diplomatic immunity. (See policy EHBK (LEGAL) 

 
PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE, A MOMENT OF SILENCE / PRAYER 

 

 Each student has a right to individually, voluntarily, and silently pray or meditate in school in a manner that does not 

disrupt instructional or other activities of the school.  
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 Texas law requires students to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Texas flag each school day. Parents may submit a written request to the principal to excuse their child from reciting 

a pledge.  

 A minute of silence will follow recitation of the pledges. The student may choose to reflect, pray, meditate, or engage 

in any other silent activity so long as the silent activity does not interfere with or distract others. [See policy EC for 

more information.]  

 Students may choose to ―reflect, pray, meditate, or engage in other silent activity that is not likely to interfere or disturb 

another student.‖  

 

 

Removing a Student from Human Sexuality Instruction 
As a part of the district’s curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality. The 
School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of course materials for such 
instruction.  
State law requires that any instruction related to human sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases, or 
human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune deficiency syndrome must:  
■ Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in relationship to all 
sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age;  
■ Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior;  
■ Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing pregnancy, 
sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional trauma associated with adolescent sexual activity;  
■ Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual activity before marriage 
is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases; and  
■ If included in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom use in terms of human 
use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates. 
 
As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials. In addition, you may remove your child 
from any part of this instruction with no academic, disciplinary, or other penalties. You may also choose to 
become more involved with the development of curriculum used for this purpose by becoming a member of 
the district’s SHAC. Please see the campus principal for additional information.  
  
 

REPORT CARDS 

Report cards which report numerical grades, conduct, and number of absences are sent to parents at the end of each six-week 

grading period.  Any grade below 70 is not passing, and the parent is requested to schedule a conference with the appropriate 

teacher(s) by calling the middle school office.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy EIA (Legal)]  

Report cards must be signed by a parent if the student is failing one or more subjects and returned within two (2) days. 

 

SCHOOL BUS 
Students being transported in school owned vehicles shall comply with the Student Code of Conduct.  Any student who fails 

to comply with the established rules of conduct while on school transportation shall be subject to disciplinary action and may 

be denied transportation services.  Any damage done to a bus is chargeable to the parent of the student responsible for the 

damage. 

 

The following rules shall apply to student conduct on school transportation: 

 Follow the driver’s directions at all times. 

 

 Each student will have an assigned seat on the bus.  This assignment will be made by the driver. 

 

 Students must at all times sit in their assigned seats.  Any damage done to a bus is chargeable to the parent/guardian 

of the student responsible for the damage.  Marking, cutting, defacing, or otherwise damaging the bus is strictly 

prohibited. 

 

 Students will not ride the bus other than the one to which they are assigned without written permission from the 

appropriate principal.  Permission will be granted only for emergency situations.  Rules for regular passengers will 

apply to visitors.  Visitors on a bus will be assigned a temporary seat by the driver. 
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 Non-school groups or organizations that include a number of students must make arrangements other than the school 

buses for transportation. Available seats are non-existent, and students are not allowed to stand. 

 

 Passengers on buses will not be allowed to eat, drink, or possess or use tobacco products. 

 

 Throwing trash on the floor and out the windows is prohibited. 

 

 Students should always be at the designated stop when the bus arrives.  Drivers will not wait for students who are 

habitually late. 

 

 After boarding a bus, either morning or afternoon, students will not be allowed to leave the bus until their designated 

stop unless parent/guardian picks them up.  Students must board buses in the afternoon at the designated area. 

 

 Passengers will remain seated while the bus is in motion and shall not stick arms, head, or any part of the body out 

of the windows of the bus.  

 

 Students will allow oncoming students to board the bus without a hassle or hindrance. 

 

 Usual classroom conduct shall be observed.  Unruly conduct, including the use of obscene language and gestures, 

will subject the passenger to disciplinary action. 

 

 No object or article of any kind shall be thrown from the window of a bus. 

 

PENALTY FOR MISCONDUCT 

It should be pointed out here that riding a bus is a privilege - not a right.  When a student violates the rules of conduct on 

school transportation: 

 

 A conference with the principal, student, driver, and parent may be required. 

 

 The principal may suspend the student’s bus riding privilege.  If such a suspension occurs, the parent shall be 

notified prior to the time the suspension takes effect.  

 

 

SCHOOL FACILITIES 

The taxpayers of the community have made a sustained financial commitment for the construction and upkeep of school 

facilities.  To ensure that school facilities can serve those for whom they are intended – both this year and in the coming years 

– littering, defacing, or damaging school property is not tolerated. Students will be required to pay for damages they cause 

and shall be subject to disciplinary consequences in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

 

PEST CONTROL INFORMATION 

The District periodically applies pesticides inside buildings.  Except in an emergency, signs will be posted 48 hours before 

application.  Parents who want to be notified prior to pesticide application inside their child’s school assigned area may call 

Shane Sexton.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy CLB (Legal)] 

 

 

SCHOOL SPONSORED TRIPS 

All school sponsored trips must have administrative approval.  All field trips, band trips, and athletic trips are included in this 

category and are governed by these regulations.  All students must travel with the team or group in order to participate in the 

scheduled event.  Students who travel with the team or group to a scheduled event will return with the group, with one 

exception.  Any student may be surrendered by the principal, sponsor, director, or coach to that student’s parent/guardian 

following the event if the parent/guardian personally requests that the student be allowed to ride with the parent/guardian or 

presents a written request to the principal the day before the scheduled trip that the student be allowed to ride with an adult 

designated by the parent/guardian. 

 

 

SEARCHES 

Buildings, lockers, cars, backpacks, food and beverage containers are subject to search by school officials on the property of 

the Ore City ISD.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy FNF]   
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SEXUAL ABUSE OF A CHILD 

Any faculty or staff member who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a legal responsibility, 

under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS). 

 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

The District provides special programs for gifted/talented students, ESL students, and for those with disabilities.  Students or 

parents with questions about these programs should contact the principal. 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

A student’s school records are confidential and are protected from unauthorized inspection or use.  A cumulative record is 

maintained for each student from the time the student enters the District until the student withdraws or graduates.  This record 

moves with the student from school to school. 

 

By law, both parents, whether married, separated, or divorced, have access to the records of a student who is under 18 or a 

dependent for tax purposes. A parent whose rights have been legally terminated will be denied access to the records if the 

school is given a copy of the court order terminating these rights. 

 

The principal is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school.  The Superintendent is the 

custodian of all records for students who have withdrawn or graduated. Records may be reviewed during regular school hours 

upon completion of the written request form.  The records custodian or designee will respond to reasonable requests for 

explanation and interpretation of the records.  If circumstances prevent a parent or eligible student from inspecting the 

records, the District will either provide a copy of the requested records, or make other arrangements for the parent or student 

to review the requested records. 

 

Parents of a minor or of a student who is a dependent for tax purposes, the student (if 18 or older), school officials, and 

employees of Communities In School Program with legitimate educational interests are the only persons who have general 

access to a student’s records.  School officials include any employees, agents, or Trustees of the District; cooperatives of 

which the District is a member; or facilities with which the District contracts for placement of students with disabilities, as 

well as their attorneys and consultants, who are: 

 

 Working with the student; 

 

 Considering disciplinary or academic actions, the student’s case, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for a student 

with disabilities under IDEA, or an individually designed program for a student with disabilities under Section 504; 

 

 Compiling statistical data; or 

 

 Investigating or evaluating programs. 

 

Certain other officials from various governmental agencies may have limited access to the records.  The District forwards a 

student’s records without prior consent on request to a school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. Records are also 

released in accordance with court order or lawfully issued subpoena.  Unless the subpoena is issued for law enforcement 

purposes and the subpoena orders that its contents, existence, or the information sought not be disclosed, the District will 

make a reasonable effort to notify the parent or eligible student in advance of compliance. Parental consent is required to 

release the records to anyone else. When the student reaches 18 years of age, only the student has the right to consent to 

release records.  

 

The parent’s or student’s right of access to, and copies of, student records does not extend to all records.  Materials that are 

not considered educational records, such as teachers’ personal notes on a student that are shared only with a substitute 

teacher, records pertaining to former students after they are no longer students in the District, and records maintained by 

school law enforcement officials for purposes other than school discipline do not have to be made available to the parents or 

student. 

 

Students over 18 and parents of minor students may inspect the student’s records and request a correction if the records are 

inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights.  If the District refuses the request to 

amend the records, the requestor has the right to a hearing.  If the records are not amended as a result of the hearing, the 
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requestor has 30 school days to exercise the right to place a statement commenting on the information in the student’s record.  

Although improperly recorded grades may be challenged, parents and students are not allowed to contest a student’s grade in 

a course through this process.  Parents or students have the right to file a complaint with the U. S. Department of Education if 

they believe the District is not in compliance with the law regarding student records. 

 

Copies of student records are available at a cost of $0.10 per page, payable in advance.  Parents may be denied copies of a 

student’s records (1) after the student reaches age 18 and is no longer a dependent for tax purposes; (2) when the student is 

attending an institution of post-secondary education; (3) if the parent fails to follow proper procedures and pay the copying 

charge; or (4) when the District is given a copy of a court order terminating the parental right.  If the student qualifies for free 

or reduced-price lunches and the parents are unable to view the records during regular school hours, upon written request of 

the parent, one copy of the record will be provided at no charge. 

 

Certain information about District students is considered directory information and will be released to anyone who follows 

procedures for requesting it, unless the parent objects in writing to the principal within ten school days after the issuance of 

this handbook.  Directory information includes:  a student’s name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, 

participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of 

attendance, awards received in school, and most recent previous school attended, and other similar information.  [Board 

Policy Manual:  Policy FL(Local), FL(E)(Local)] 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION RECORDS 

Parents of a student with disabilities who has been provided special education services by the District will be notified when 

any information that specifically identifies the student is no longer needed.  If the parent requests destruction of the 

information and the time established by law for retention has expired, the records will be destroyed.  However, if the 

retention period established by law has not expired, the material will be deleted from the records but the records will be 

maintained until the time has expired. 

 

STUDENT RIGHT TO PRAY 

Each student has a right to individually, voluntarily, and silently pray or meditate in school in a manner that does not disrupt 

the instructional or other activities of the school.  The school will not require, encourage, or coerce a student to engage in or 

to refrain from such prayer or meditation during any school activity.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy EMI (Legal)] 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

Ore City Middle School operates a summer school program for students who have failed or otherwise qualify for remediation 

in English language arts, math, and other core subject areas.  Students who participate in an extended-year program must 

attend at least 90 percent of the program days and meet the academic proficiency standards of the course in order to be 

promoted.  Information is available on the summer school program each May and is made available to eligible students. 

 

TELEPHONE 

The school phone is for official school business only, and students are permitted to use it only for emergencies.  Please ask 

the secretary for permission to use the phone if such an emergency should arise. 

 

TESTING 
 

The District administers the state-mandated TAKS tests in the spring for grades 6-8.   

 Mathematics, annually in grades 6-8 

 Reading, annually in grades 6-8 

 Writing, including spelling and grammar, in grade 7 

 Social Studies in grade 8 

 Science in grade 8 

TEXTBOOKS 

State-approved textbooks, as well as electronic textbooks and technological equipment, may be provided free of charge for 

each subject or class; students are required to use these books carefully.  Books must be covered by the student, as directed 

by the teacher.  Students who are issued a damaged item should report that fact to the teacher.  Any student who loses a book 

or technological equipment, or fails to return the item issued by the school shall lose the right to free textbooks until the book 

or equipment is returned or paid for by the parent or guardian.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy CMD (Legal)] 

 

All students must write their names in ink in each book issued to them. 

 

TUTORIALS 
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A student must attend tutorial sessions required by the District.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy EHBD (Legal)] 

 

VEHICLES ON CAMPUS 

 

Students in grades 6 - 8 are not allowed to drive vehicles on campus. 

 

 

VISITORS 

 

Parents and other visitors are welcome to visit District schools.  All visitors must first report to the principal’s office to obtain 

a pass. The principal may request identification from any person on school property and may ask any person not having 

legitimate business to leave. 

Visits to individual classrooms during instructional time are permitted only with the principal’s approval, and such visits are 

not permitted if their duration or frequency interferes with the delivery of instruction or disrupts the normal school 

environment.  [Board Policy Manual:  Policy GKA (Local)] 

 

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL 

 

Students withdrawing from school should come by the principal’s office before first period to obtain the proper withdrawal 

papers.  Students must clear records with each teacher, librarian, and cafeteria.  When cleared with all persons, return the 

withdrawal papers to the principal’s office for final clearance. 

 



 
 

 

 

CHANGES TO 2010-2011 MIDDLE SCHOOL HANDBOOK 

 

 

Add schedule to Preface page 

 

Page 1:  time change for ending breakfast  

 

Page 5:  changes to corporal punishment statement 

 

Page 9:   changes to wording of dress code 

 

Page 14: change in lunch charges:  get them in office instead of cafeteria 

 

Page 16:  added a statement about saying Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence 

 

Page 17: added a section about removing a student from human sexuality instruction 


